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SITUATION REPORT NO. 4
INCIDENT NO. 97-015

DATE: MARCH 25, 1997         TIME: 12:00 P.M.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:  Spring flood statewide.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES:  No change from the previous report.

3. DAMAGES:   Flood waters along the Cannonball, Heart and Knife Rivers continue to make
their way south, causing concern for residents living in low-lying areas in southern Grant,
Sioux and Mercer Counties.

In Morton County, flood waters from the Heart River have isolated nine farm families,
including one family that is running low on feed supply. One resident living along the Heart
River west of Mandan was rescued early March 23 after he attempted to walk through 6 ½
foot high rushing waters.  Ice jams caused major structural damage to a 120-foot bridge near
Timmer. The Heart River at Mandan has dropped from 24.1 feet on March 22 to 17.51 feet
on March 25.

Burleigh and Morton County officials are monitoring an ice-covered Missouri River, where
the river level was recorded at 13.59 feet on March 25. The Morton County emergency
manager reported that nine homes in a subdivision 10 miles south of Mandan were
threatened by a rising Missouri River. If ice jams occur, the river could rise rapidly without
warning.

A baby swimming pool wedged in a culvert blocked access for runoff, forcing waters to travel
overland and into the basements of four homes in Williston Township in Williams County.
The culvert was located where a drainage channel had been installed last year for up to 300
homes.

In Adams County, flash flooding eroded roadbeds at six locations and two cement road
crossings, and inundated N.D. Highway 12 near Reeder. A bridge sustained damage
because of ice jams on the Cedar Creek, a tributary of the Cannonball River.

In Mercer County, additional damages caused by weekend flooding along the Knife River at
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Hazen included the flooding of 12 home basements.
In Ward County, ice jams and blocked culverts caused runoff to backup into the communities
of Burlington and Sawyer, where homes were threatened by rising waters. Emergency
management officials reported minor flooding along township roads because of blocked
culverts.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: No change from the first report.

STATE:  No change from the first report.

FEDERAL:  No change from the first and second report.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: Solen area residents provided meals for a family of 10 children
after flooding along the Cannonball River forced family members to evacuate their home.

Adams County residents made temporary repairs to roadways to make them passable.

Burford area farmers helped a Williams County Sheriff’s deputy secure materials to block a
road. Residents in Williston Township helped open additional culverts.

In Ward County, city of Burlington residents helped filled sandbags on March 21. Six Ward
County inmates also helped fill sandbags for the city of Minot and Ward County.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS:  Governor Schafer signed a Disaster Proclamation on March 24,
declaring a flood disaster exists in Dunn, Grant, Hettinger, Mercer, Morton, Sioux and Stark
Counties. He based the declaration on severe flooding that has occurred on the Cannonball,
Heart and Knife Rivers as a result of ice jams and reports of significant damage to homes
and public facilities from state and local emergency management officials.  He also issued
an Executive Order to utilize the State Emergency Operations Plan (SEOP) to respond and
recover from this disaster situation.

The Governor has directed the acting state director of the N.D. Division of Emergency
Management to coordinate a comprehensive local, state and federal Preliminary Damage
Assessment of the seven declared counties with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

The N.D. Division of Emergency Management and the Burleigh and Morton County
emergency managers issued an advisory on March 24, urging residents to be watchful for
rapidly rising waters.

Three N.D. National Guard members assisted sandbagging operations in the Cass County
city of Harwood during the March 22-23 weekend by operating a National Guard sandbag
machine. Volunteers and city workers filled approximately 30,000 sandbags.  The sandbag
machine was scheduled to be in use in Wapheton starting March 25.



3

The Morton County Dive Rescue Team used an inflatable zodiac boat to rescue a Morton
County man whose home was isolated by a rising Heart River.

The Adams County Sheriff’s Office assisted with the evacuation of a Haynes family from its
flooded home. Officials also instructed residents to use alternate routes until eroded
roadbeds have been repaired.

Officials for the Williams County Sheriff’s Office, Disaster Emergency Services and Highway
Department are monitoring flooding problems.  Oil service companies are also checking oil
wells.

Flood preparedness efforts continue in Walsh County where Highway Department
employees, along with private contractors, are delivering sand to rural residents. The
Highway Department rented ditch clearing equipment to open drainage channels. Private
contractors have been hired by private individuals to help reinforce private dikes and to clear
snow and ice from drainage channels.

In LaMoure County, the flood emergency team met March 20 to discuss potential flooding
along the James River.

The Fargo-Cass County Community Health Center is providing tetanus shots to flood
workers.

The Cass County Extension Office is distributing information on flood fighting and recovery
from floods.

The Hazen Rescue Squad, through its mutual aid agreement with the city of Beulah, assisted
in evacuating Beulah residents.

Benson County, the city of Minto in Walsh County and the city of Linton in Emmons County
have issued Emergency Declarations.

The city of Grafton will conduct a public meeting the evening of March 25 to discuss the dike
construction plans proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: None at this time.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER:   The Weather Service will issue the next “Spring Snowmelt Flood Outlook” on
March 28.

The N.D. Division of Emergency Management’s Situation Reports for the spring flood,
Devils Lake flood and winter storm are posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The
address is: “http://www.state.nd.us/dem”.
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__________________________________
Raymond J. Staiger, Acting State Director


